Today we are beginning our sermon series on the book of Romans. The theme of this seriesisa
Summer in Rome — thetrip of alifetime. | don’t know about you, but | liketo travel. Even though I’m
sowly learning that with three young children traveling for relaxation is more of a dream than areality, | still
liketo travel. | especidly liketo travel to foreign countries. There’'s something about going to places where
everyone spesks adifferent language, has adifferent history, and shares adifferent culture. Someday 1’d love
to travel to Rome. 1°d loveto vigt its ancient ruins, wander through its museums, and spend time in some of
its plazas. 1’d loveto tdl you that | bought each of you aticket and that we will be leaving immediately after
Bible Classtoday. But unfortunately | didn’t, so you'll just haveto travel there in your mind with me. If we
were to enter the Old City from the South you would see remnants of Rome's glory - the remains of
impressive public buildings, aqueducts, baths, theatres, and fountains - al kinds of fountans— some are
mythological heroes shooting water from their mouths, others have a cool geyser blasting up from the middle,
while still others are a series of basins overflowing with water and being caught by the pool below.

This morning as you consider these fountains and their cool refreshing water, | would like to direct
you to adifferent type of water, the waters of Baptism. In our text from Romans chapter 6 we will see how
through Baptism 1. we have died to sin, 2. and been raised to live a new lifewith God. Pleaselisten
once again to the words of our text...(Romans 6:1-11)

In the first five chapters of Romans Paul clearly presents God’s plan of savation. A passage from this
section sumsit up wel: “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” God in his undeserved love
saved sinful human beings like you and me. Righteousness comesto us through faith alonein Jesus. Itis
God's gift to us, given purely because Helovesus. God hasdoneit dl. In chapter 5 of Romans Paull
explainsthat every time sin increased, every time God’s law showed how terrible our rebdlion was, God’s
grace increased even more. [t’sasif our disobedience continualy created alarger and larger bowl, but each
time God’s love grew to fill that bowl and causeit to overflow.

Y ou can amost hear the argument now, can’t you? “Well, Paul | don’t mean to beridiculous, but if
God’s grace dways increases to cover my sin, then why not go out and sin like crazy if God will forgive those
snsanyway?’ “Why not help God get his money’s worth?” Paul puts aquick end to such thinking by saying
— “Never?” “That isnot who we are anymore.” Verse 2 says, “We died to sin, how can we livein it any
longer?”

What does it mean that we died to sin? Paul answers this question with another question: “Dont
you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” Baptismis
not just atradition that every good mom and dad doesfor ther child. 1t’snot just one of therituds that
every child must pass through. No, Paul tells us that Baptism does something. It changesthings. Even
though there were no lightning bolts from heaven, and the roof of the church didn’t open up to reved an
angelic choir, something amazing took place this morning. God changed little Pierce. And when you were
baptized God changed you. We are not the same people anymore, not since our baptism. The old self, the
old me, the sinful person who came into thisworld died at our baptism. We usually think of baptism asa
rebirth and anew life. But today God wants us to know that there is also a death in baptism. When you were
baptized God took all the condemnation that we deserved and buried it. And the he said to each one of us,
“Jesus died for you, paid for your sinsand dl this guiltiness that you have in my sight is gone, wiped out,
buried. And the power your old self has over you to lead you into sin al the time, to be a bad influence on
you — I’m killing that and burying that too.” Our old sinful life and our sinful sdf died. In fact Verse 6 saysit
was crucified, like the worst of criminals. So now we are no longer slavesto sin.

And thisiswhy it is utterly contradictory to want to go on sinning. Let me give anillustration. If you
died tonight, how many of you think that your boss would make you come into work tomorrow? (Glad to
see that no oneisnodding). Serioudly, if you die, your obligations to your boss are over. The sameistrue
with school — dying will get you out of going to school. Now | know that from time to time there are mix-
ups where a dead person still getsatax bill, or is sent a credit card, but in normal circumstances, death frees
usfrom all of our earthly obligations.

God killed our sinful nature when he baptized us. We died to sin that day and have no obligations to
it. It no longer has control over us. Tha doesn’t mean tha we ill don’t fed itspull. Aslong aswe live here



on earth there will be a constant struggle. That old sinful self comes back time and time again like azombie
from “Night of the Living Dead.” Wha do we do then? Wekill it! We put it to desth dl over again!

That’swhy it’s so good for usto gether together and confess our sins. Because when we do we are
acknowledging and exposing that old sinful self within us, so that God can cut it down. We bring that
zombie out into the light so that God can hack him down and put him in the grave. How does he do that?
By pointing us to Christ and assuring us that our sins are forgiven.

Through Baptism we died to sin, but we were also raised to live a new lifeto God.

Let me ask you a personal question. Do you dways strive to live anew life to God? Do you always
remember the death tha hastaken place, and God’s power that lies behind you? | know that | dont. In fact
sometimesit’s easy for Chrigtiansto fdl into this defegtist type of mentdlity, isn’t it? | just can’t besat that Sin.
There’snothing | can do. My father had a problem with histemper, and | have aproblem with my temper.
Tha’sjust the way thingsare. Or, | know it’s not right to talk about other people and their problems, but
when | get around certain people, | just cant help it. Or, | know itswrong to overindulge on acohol, but |
have to have some way to relax, some fun in my life. Unfortunately, we have not always strived to live a new
lifeto God. At timeswe have forgotten God’s promisesto usin baptism — that we have been joined with
Christ. We havefailed to let his power drive our lives.

Thisiswhy time and time again we need to turn to Christ. Our failuresto perfectly live the life that
God wants us to remind us how difficult thisis. God’s Word shows us time and time again how the one who
was raised to life lived the new life perfectly. At his baptism, God thundered from heaven saying: “Thisis my
Son, whom | love, with him | am well pleased.” Towardsthe end of Jesus earthly life, God repested these
words. Christ lived the new life perfectly for us and then was crucified in our place. But do you remember
what happened to Jesus? Death could not keep him down. God in his almighty power pumped new lifeinto
Him. Christ came back to life. He came out of histomb and was transformed.

| don’t know awhole lot aout medicine. But | do know that it takes quite abit of power to bring a
dead person back to life. In fact, since Chrigt, | don’t think that there is anyone who has been dead for three
days and then came back to life. The neuronsthat had been inactive for days began to fire again. Hislungs
that had probably been the cause of his degth, were cleared of blood and ready for ar. The heart that hadn’t
moved in over 36 hours, began to pump blood throughout his body again. Yet God in his amighty power
caused all these things to happen.

Verse 4 saysthat “ust as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we
too may live anew life.” Wow! The same power that God used to raise Jesus empowers usto live anew
life. Just think about that. What temptation, what earthly lust, what weakness, could overcome God’s power
working inus? In Christ we are given everything that we need to live anew lifeto God. We died to sin,
how can we livein it any longer?

|t’s been recorded that when Martin Luther would fed troubled by his conscience or under attack by
Satan he would often remember the fountain of baptism. He would say, I am baptized?” < am baptized.”
Notice the tense here. Hewouldn’t say, «I was baptized.” Notice he didn’t just say, «Yesh, along time ago,
before | can even remember, | got some water dumped on me, and some words said over me. A cute little
ceremony, but pretty much worthless now!” No. Luther believed what God istdling ustoday. It ismy
prayer that Pierce Donnelly, along with each one of you, will remember your baptism. It ismy prayer that
you say, “I am baptized! | am aperson whom God loves. | am aperson for whom Jesus Christ, God in the
flesh shed hisblood. | am connected to him. | havedied to sin, and am divel” Amen



